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New Zealand South Section – Section Report 2011
PART  A  -  SECTION SUMMARY

A.1 Executive Summary
Committee

In 2011 the following committee represented the Section:

Chair
Stuart Lansley

Vice-Chair
Adrian Busch

Treasurer
Harsha Sirisena

Secretary
Trevor Ingham

Student Activities
Allan McInnes

Educational Activities
Wenhui Wang

Membership Development
Adrian Busch

Awards
Richard Duke

Nominations
Robin Harrington

Newsletter
Anura Gamalath

Webmaster
Anura Gamalath

GOLD Representative
Lance McCallum
VTools Coordinator
Andrew Bainbridge-Smith

Deputy GOLD Representative
Sharmalee Panagoda

CommSoc Chapter Representative
Harsha Sirisena

CompSoc Chapter Representative
Richard Green

IM Chapter Representative
Ian Woodhead

PE/PES Chapter Representative
Neville Watson

RA Chapter Representative
Wenhui Wang
Major Events
2011 was a rather atypical, unpredictable, disrupted and sometimes challenging year for the Section and our members.  The resumption of Section activities after the summer break started with rather a bang and a shake.  Our first Section Committee meeting was scheduled for the evening of 22 February 2011, but the magnitude 6.3 earthquake at lunchtime on that day put paid to that meeting.  The associated destruction, liquefaction, loss of power and/or water, etc. resulted in the displacement of some of our Members and the temporary closure of the workplaces of many more.  Throughout the year, it felt like every other Committee meeting needed to be postponed because of natural disasters, i.e. the magnitude 5.5 earthquake on 13 June, the snow on 25 July.

On a sad note, we said goodbye to Richard Duke twice in 2011.  Richard was a dear friend, colleague, and/or teacher of many of the Section Members, and was a tireless volunteer for the Section for many years.  He had been ill and, after the February earthquake released liquefaction into his house and garden (definitely not good for his health), decided to move up to Hamilton.  In April, the Section held a farewell to Richard and Christine.  Then, in October we received the sad news that Richard had passed away.  Many of the Section attended the memorial service held in Christchurch.  On behalf of the Section, I’d like to thank Robin Harrington for agreeing to speak on behalf of the Section at both the farewell and the memorial service, and Andrew Bainbridge-Smith and his family for all the help and support that they gave Richard and Christine throughout the year.
Meetings & Activities

Despite a rather slow start to Section activities for the year, we have managed to organise quite a few meetings – perhaps not as many as we’d like though!  Highlights have included the IEEE Wireless Workshop and a smart grids workshop. 

The Student Branch and GOLD have performed well and have many interesting ideas for future events.  These two affinity groups have started a closer working relationship, with some joint events, such as the end of year dinner.  GOLD and higher-grade members were represented at the Student Branch Quiz Night – won by a staff team for the second year in a row, this time on a tie-break question.

The Student Branch has continued its traditional BBQs, and its highly successful interview skills seminar series and mock interviews (as a Student Professional Awareness Venture, SPAVe).  It has also, for the first time, entered a team into the IEEE Xtreme 24 Hour Programming Competition.  This team did extremely well and was placed 43rd out of more than 1100 teams.

GOLD has also continued it’s regular meetings and has also started a started a series of seminars on professional skills, such as financial planning.
Committee members have represented the Section at Region 10 and global meetings:

· Adrian Busch attended the 2011 Region 10 Meeting in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

· Student Branch and GOLD representatives attended the 2011 Region 10 Student/GOLD/WIE Congress in Auckland.  Those that attended this meeting returned full of enthusiasm to implement new initiatives.

· Stuart Lansley attended the 2011 Sections Congress in San Francisco from 19–22 August 2011.  This was an excellent opportunity to discover what the IEEE can offer at a global level, make new contacts and friends, and catch up with other Region 10 volunteers.

Awards
The IEEE New Zealand South Section Innovation Prize 2011 was awarded to Benjamin Washington-Yule for his 3rd Professional Year Research Project ‘Tree Spiral Grain Measurement System.’  The judging panel included representatives from the Section Committee, Research & Innovation at the University of Canterbury, and NZi3.

This year, for the first time, the Section sponsored two prizes at the Canterbury-Westland Schools’ Science & Technology Fair for the ‘Most innovative electrical/engineering/embedded project.’  They were awarded to Ben Hollows (Cobham Intermediate) for ‘Have you brushed your Teeth?’ and Nathan James (Merrin Primary) for ‘I-sight: Making our roads safer.’  Each prize consisted of $100 cash, an Arduino kit and an IEEE certificate.
A.2 Financial Report 
	
	NZ Accounts

(NZ$)
	Concentration 

Account (US$)

	Opening balance (1/1/11)
	5,188.03
	30,784.79

	Section rebate
	
	3,886.30

	Interest
	106.11
	111.26

	R10 travel reimbursements
	
	2,768.32

	Other credits
	
	775.00

	Transfer between accounts
	10,106.20
	(8,000.00)

	Bank fees
	(10.00)
	(40.00)

	Travel (R10 Mtg, Sections & Student Congresses)
	(6,289.06)
	

	Student activities
	(1,198.70)
	

	GOLD activities
	(831.41)
	

	Other activities
	(1,315.58)
	

	Prizes
	(975.00)
	

	Closing balance (21/11/11)
	4,780.59
	30,285.67


PART  B  -  ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES

B.1 Membership Development Activities
	
	November 2009
	November 2010
	November 2011

	Affiliate
	11
	8
	8

	Associate Member
	3
	3
	8

	Graduate Student Member
	25
	32
	25

	Life Fellow
	2
	1
	1

	Life Member
	1
	1
	1

	Life Senior Member
	2
	2
	4

	Member
	184
	154
	158

	Senior Member
	22
	23
	24

	Student Member
	35
	65
	62

	Total
	285
	289
	291


The Section has done well to maintain its membership numbers despite the earthquakes and related downsides, such as reduction in student numbers, people moving outside the Section, job losses etc.
B.2 Chapter Activities

We have 5 active Chapters in the Section:

· Communications Society Chapter
· Computer Society Chapter
· Instrumentation & Measurement Chapter – new in 2011

· Joint Power Electronics Society / Power & Energy Society Chapter
· Robotics & Automation Society Chapter

B.3 Professional and Continuing Education Activities
Summary of continuing Educational activities including conferences, technical activities, training courses, and distinguished lecture programs with attachment table / information
B.4 Students Activities
We have 1 active Student Branch in the Section:

· University of Canterbury

Student Branch activities have been summarized in the Executive Summary
B.5 Affinity Group Activities  
We have an active GOLD Affinity Group in the Section.  Their activities have been summarized in the Executive Summary
 B.6 Awards & Recognition Activities
The awards give by the Section are summarized in the Executive Summary.
The Student Branch received SPAVe funding for its interview skills seminar series and mock interviews.
B.7 Communication Activities (Newsletter, Home Page, E-mail etc.)
Section communication is almost exclusively done via email.
We have contributed to the Region 10 Newsletter during 2011.

In 2011, the Student Branch unveiled a new website at http://ewh.ieee.org/sb/nzs/canterbury/
B.8 Community Activities 
B.9 Other Organizational Activities
PART  C   -  OTHERS

C.1 Relationship with National Societies

Attempts have been made to coordinate our meeting programme with that of the local IET branch.  Despite our best efforts, and some committee members also being IET members, this has been hampered by earthquake-related disruptions: short notice because of (un)availability of meeting venues and/or speakers; changes in personal or work environments; etc.  However, usually members of each society are invited to each other’s events, particularly seminars.
C.2  Special Events

Long-standing IEEE Member and Section Committee Member Richard Duke was farewelled in 2011 – see Executive Summary for details.
C.3  Problems to be Anticipated

Along with the whole of Christchurch and the Canterbury region, the Section hopes 2012 will bring a return to normality after the 10,000+ earthquakes (including several major) that we have experienced since September 2010.  The city, many business and thousands of people’s homes will never be the same again.
C.4 Best Practices of your section (which you would like share with other
        sections for the benefits of members)

PART  D  -  GOALS  AND  PLANS
D.1  Continuation of Project/Activity in Progress and  Their Implementation
        Plans
D.2  Goals and Future Plans
See part C.3 Problems to be Anticipated.  We hope for a natural disaster-free year and a resumption of normal service.
